
 

                 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Dear Dean, 

 

     My name is Dr. Sheila L. Armstrong.  In January of 2020, I will assume the position as the 96th 

President of the National Dental Association (NDA), and I am truly honored!  I was born and raised in the 

metro-Detroit area and received a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Michigan-Dearborn 

in 1986, and I graduated from the University of Michigan School of Dentistry in 1990.  While in dental 

school I felt it was very important to be involved in organizations that supported students.  I joined the 

Black Dental Student Association (BDSA) where I held several leadership positions, and I joined Alpha 

Omega dental fraternity.  After receiving my dental degree, I started working in private practice in 

Detroit, where I have been for 29 years.  In 1998, I began working as an adjunct professor in the Dental 

Hygiene department at Wayne County Community College, which is also located in Detroit.   

     Upon graduation from dental school I immediately joined the Wolverine Dental Society, which is the 

local component of the NDA.  I immediately became involved, and held the position of Financial 

Secretary (2002-2006), and President (2006-2011).  For years I attended the yearly conferences of the 

NDA, admiring the leaders of the organization and the work that was being done to ensure that people 

of color had opportunities to receive oral health care.  In 2008, after having the opportunity of Co-

Chairing the 95th National Convention of the NDA, I decided to take my commitment to organized 

dentistry to the next level, and I became a delegate in the NDA House of Delegates (2007-2009).  I have 

since served as a member of the Board of Trustees (2009-2011), Treasurer (2012-2017), Vice-President 

(2018), and currently the President-Elect (2019).   

     I am also a member of the American Dental Association, and a current member of the class of 2019 in 

the Institute of Diversity in Leadership.  I had the honor of being inducted into the American College of 

Dentists and the International College of Dentists in 2017.  I share this small amount of my background 

to give you a little bit of insight about my commitment and to let you know that I care about the 

community that I serve, whether it is treating and meeting their oral health care needs or training 

members of the community to help them meet the needs of the underserved. 

I am asking for your support for the NDA 96th Presidential Inauguration on November 16, 2019 in 

Detroit, MI.  I would greatly be appreciative if you would consider one or both of the suggestions below: 

1.  Sponsor an ad in our inauguration program booklet which will support advocacy for the 

underserved and provide scholarships for students.  Financially support the attendance of 

two Student National Dental Association (SNDA) dental students from your school. 

 



 

                 

 

 

 

 
 

2. Personally, attend the inauguration and financially support the attendance of two SNDA 

dental students from your school. 

I value your history of collaboration and support of the NDA in the past and I know that your continued 

support is an expression of our mutual goal and mission of supporting students from underrepresented 

minority populations.  The WDS and NDA are great avenues for mentoring, leadership development and 

cutting-edge continuing education for our new and future generation doctors.  Working together we can 

assure that we will have well rounded, educated, caring, members representing our profession.   

In 2020, the National Dental Association will continue to advocate for the future needs of the 

underserved, our dental students, minority dentists, and those who serve the underserved.  A future 

that is bright, meaningful, that has a multifaceted approach and the potential to lead to health equity 

for our underserved communities.   

Enclosed you will find our sponsorship package and a save the date card for our event.    Thank you for 

your continued support. 

 

Sheila L. Armstrong, DDS 
National Dental Association, President-Elect 
 


